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XIII. The definite formulated proposals now before the country are limited to certain employments; but the advocates, for the most part, regard those as only initial steps towards the grand consummation, by them devoutly wished for. The first measures suggested are :
(a)  An Eight Hour day for all Government employes.    It is not quite clear whether the advocates of this policy seek to enforce eight hours' continuous work upon all Government employe's, or whether they only desire that those who work longer than eight hours shall be brought within that limit, leaving those who work less than eight hours, the full enjoyment of present privileges.    This is a point upon which they are discreetly silent.
(b)  There is a further demand that all persons employed by Municipal Corporations, and all Local bodies and Authorities, shall be employed for eight hours only.    Here, again, it is not quite clear whether the rule shall be universal, or only partial, in its application.     The  demand  is  general, the  advocates disdaining to descend to particulars, either as to the application of the regulations, or the limitation (if any) of their operation.
With regard to these two classes of employe's, there is no kind of pretension that they are over-worked, or that their labour is exhausting or dangerous. The contention merely is that the State, or the Municipal Institution or Local Body, should show an example to other employers, by working the men fewer hours, and paying them at the highest rates of remuneration. No one will contend that the State should under-pay, or over-work, its employe's. But, on the other hand, few will assert that the State should so deal with labour, as practically to regulate the hours of labour, and fix its price. Yet the contention of those who seek such interference involves these conditions, in its operation and results. Custom has the force of law; and a State-regulated day, and a fixed rate of wages for such working day, would in effect govern the labour market generally, certainly for the same kind of labour, in all parts of the country. t
(c)  A section, and it must be admitted that they constitute